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to avoid the wiles of women; but out on this
woman-hating king! the kingdom will be undone
for him. And they took counsel again among
themselves, and made representations to the King,
exhorting him to marriage. But he would not
listen to anything they could say. So being at
their wits' end, they caused it to be bruited about
without the King's knowledge, by means of their
spies, that they would give a croref of gold pieces
to any one who could produce a change in the mind
of the King, and inspire him with an inclination
for marriage. But though many charlatans pre-
sented themselves and performed incantations and
other such devices, no one could be found able to
effect the desired end. On the contrary, the King's
hostility to the other sex increased so much, that
he punished every woman who came within the
range of his sight by banishing her from the
kingdom. And in their fear lest the kingdom
should be wholly deprived of its women, the min-
isters had to place spies about the King, who ran
before him wherever he went, and made all the
women keep out of his way. And this task was
as difficult as standing on the edge of a sword,
for all the women in the kingdom were drawn to
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